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S£pSeptember 05, 2000

Chairoman Kennard
Co~issioner Furchqott-Roth
Cam.issioner Ness
Commissioner Powell
Commissioner Tristani
The Federal Cem.unications Commission
445 12th Street, s.w.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairman, Ladies and Gentleman:

The Rosebud Sioux Tribe of South Dakota fin9s the
C~nCarrier Bureau Order (CC Docket No. ~~ contrary to
our efforts to immediately, efficiently and economically
improve telephone service on our reservation.

We hereby present you with a fo~l request for
reconsideration of the Co~n Carrier Order explaininq
in greater detail why this order disregards our tribal
soYereiqnty and violates the trust responsibility.

Respectfully Yours,'-If'" C - . )- '- -,.) .' 2-, -\,- l~~,fL-(_.lf'(1iLFIy-·;LL __ t.-) (,. U.{'_:
c'f.;tr William Kindl~ Chairman

Rosebud Sioux Tribe of South Dakota

cc: senator Daschle
Senator Johnson
Senator Niqhthorse C~bell

Senator McCain
senator Burns
Western wireless Corp_ Chairman John stanton
Ca.mon Carrier Bureau
Wireless Bureau
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FedmlI CommlUlicatiom COO1II1issiOl'l
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In the Maner 01

SDUth Bagley, Jm:.

Western Wireless Corporation. Wyoming

S[p

cc Do<:ket No. 96~5

We*lD Wireless (".o1J'O~tion. em'll' ~5Cl'\raUOn
lnMonrana

FcderaI-Swc: Joint Board on Universal Sen'Jce;
PromotiD; DcplD)ment aDd Subscribmohip in
In Unserved _ UDdencrverl~s. IDCluding
Tribal and IasuJar Amu

Cheyenne River Siou~ Tribt Telephone A11thorit)

)
)

)
)
)

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

)
)

CeDro PIIJ1IlerShip dNa! Bell AJww~Mobile. !Pc. )
)
)
)
)

PcUtiom for~atiOD as an EligIble
rd~unieationsCarner t&nd for ReI3lcd
WalYl'l5 to Prorido Ua1~rsalSemce

Patti" to.. ~ti4tratioD
By

T. RoMbtad StCMIS rrir.e of SoIdIl D....

~ R05Cbuc1 SiO'l.~ Tri~ of South~Ia bm:by submitS Ibis PetitiOD tor ROOODI:ider.moD ollhc
Comm1551OD'S r ...'C1flh Rr:port ana O,df!', .'4~mQrrmJ"mOplnlrJn QnJOf'dP'. and FJU,ltr:, !Vo(;a of
PrtJpo.wd RllleMokill'. FCC 00-208. released on 1UDe 30. 2000 C·Twrlft1t RftJ1O'I and Omp"'). In (be
Twrtlfth llafIDTt Qlt(/O,." the C<1mmIuion iIdoprcI4 ruJ.cs aod poJieic5 (oJ, MIIODC odIeT rhiugs, QODSideriDg
~ request by a carner to beda1~.an Eli;ible Te1cooa'l1mIDi~C.mer ("ETC'') 00 lIlballandl..
The Roiebud Siowt Tn"be~y reque8U that tJae COmmi.$siOll rcccmsidtt its dccisQI rwt to assume
jurisdiction outriPt over the designatlon of 31 camer ;u an ETC on lribollands. In oond\ldiug that
"wJ~hera camcr pIO\1ding wrvitt on mballands 15 subject 10 the.iurisdiction 0(a state commission is •
compJieatecS and illtCNCly fllct·specitk Ico-&aJ inquiry iDformed bt' pnrsciples ofuibal so,~rylP\d
~ the iDtcrpn:CItiCm or treati~. and feda'aI JtICb~ law and state law," die CO!MIimon fails to
recopize its fcdcnl tNIt tespcmsibility to the tribes Uld thaI it ic the: ConunissiOft's ~lbirity to
desipate a carrier seekiDc to !eIVC oNT Ilt&S wi1hiJt • estlblished~OD as III ETC.

WbeD &he Fedetal CoJnrmmigtious Comnussion bepn it'$ iDqWIy inlO the rasoDS for the
~,1remd)' l~ tclephone~a rites on American Indian rc~·atiou over twQ~ 19o, our
resmvatioa, the:~ SlOW(, became vwy~ with OUT low~ peDetraUOl\ me. We
bcpn explOlUlC 0f'U0AJ lOr vvwroomiDe out own diaPtaJ di\ide. JlcIl~ia8 INs. J kDcw the impolUlftClC af
supporting all1ribes ;AS tbey each worNed to overcome the "diptal dMde".t~ lndilm Country.
Like 8WlIY good relaIioaIbip, SlI'OIl& dlcc1M:,1lId rdiabt. CiOftUIIUDicatica is II DlUfl As ClWrmaD oflhc
lWscbult Saw:" Tribe I v.lite tlus lelteT to)'Oll. the Comnussma. ooncerncd tb1t tbe lack or 'proper
~onmnmiatioD'bctwem tnlm and the YcdcraI CommunicalioDS COGUI2iSSiou. tbroop it's ftlCCDtly

adaprcd (June 8) Orden.~ led to thebI~woof comIIl\llliCltion aDd 0'USt you. fhe CommiS&lOn, put
illlO IaoPoriIll) OW'~ tnIst reJatioDsbip".
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Wc strongly c.\1'lCSS 1l\at llIc: Common CinierB~dOr_ No: 96-4-'. iI5 worded. is a critiQ1
dctrialeAl to the sovcreipty uflnltian COUliby in plIPwt of CM:Jcorning their 'digjtallJivide' We demand
tlwt chi$ Older be [CCOJ1sidcTa1 ThIs Order c:otWn\le5 to dder to Ntc govemmcms' aDd.5 worded. p1l1CC5

us. Ole Roscbwcl Siowl Tribe, in a wsiq\lCly pre~ial position~ '!he sta1C of Suath Dakcca bas
a.Ircady denied EJiIibkT~ Quricr ("ETC") statu.s for wireless semces IJld the IIQCCS$ to

U~ Setvice fDadiag for de¥eIoping IUCla a sy$lClll OlIo our merYItio». We mui1'dun..Com~D
that ow tribe M5~WIIRIJted IIW i:ofWPlCd~ ,he~ss (.. athdtd letten). 1make it clear,
\hal suoag, dfec~eu4 rdieble .coaurnwcacicm' is IIDUU. A$ CJaainnaD I belJe\~ this pie:tw'e is e1nr to
Y<l'J. the Commission, on why this Order needs to be reconAdercd ~. p*nting FTC status and Uruversal
Service fuadule Cor witclcss services fQr the people of the Crow tribe

RecodSlderi. this Order and~ \M sovcrrip~ ortho Crow Tribe to bave
affoldlblc lI1d ft'IiIbJe Mreless scn'ica tor their re!ClVMion is • 'dar sipal' to tile rest of l.dan
CoumlJ, intludial our metVldion. UJal diu CommWioa hoDors their "federal trust ~lbilitf' and
once apin 10sICrS lbc'popct~'to tbe full czVO)'IDC1II of the "filderalttribal troS\
reJaciomhip". From heR we 1ri1lwv~ topthcr to~e the 'diJRll div~'t~ IDdian Collntry.

lD sum, the RoMtIud Sioux 'I'ribe f4 South DabCa~I)- reqDeSIS 1JW die (Ammission
fClCOGStdtr its decisiOD DOl \0 assume jurisdidiOll 0IlCriJbt over the dnigJllbOD ofa eatrler That serves only a
J-.eMltion as an ETC. Requiring. <:arrW" to CSbbtisb ColltJlUSSiOAjurisdi~on dlroup an e:dwISti~

legal pIOCCtding will have a chilling drcct on any \;Ul'ieI sedang to proYide JCMCC Oft reservations,
ipores the: COIlUIIiWOU'5 federal tr1Ut rcspoDSitrihty, aDCl lakes away from the tribDJ theu ;lbiliry for lielf·
dllemUJlillivn.

Rcspcct6&11y subminod.

Cf;/ Cbiinrwl WillIam KcnJWd
Commissioner SlaSIC NCS5

Coauni55ioDcr Midllel Powell
Co~HaroId~-Roth

CoIlUIlissiooer Gloria Inl&iuU

P.02


